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A message from our Vice President: 
 

Happy Green Year               January 2012 
 
     Winter freezes, summer droughts, our ferns have been 
through a lot.  Some lived, some died, but this month’s meeting 
will bring green throughout the year.  Enter the terrarium.  Those 
wondrous little, and some not so little, mini greenhouses of 
plants set in a place to brighten your mood while we wait for 
spring. 
     Sharon Bannister will be leading this terrarium workshop, 
giving us the step by step instructions on planting, care, and 
troubleshooting of things gone wrong.  Sharon has experience 
and success in growing ferns in terrariums, a qualified expert.  
     So, your first order of business is to find a “house” to be your 
terrarium.  Glass of course is the obvious choice and there are 
many glass designs from which to choose.  I like a glass jar I can 
get my hand in as there are times when you need to get into the 
terrarium for tidying up.  
     Thrift stores are a fun place to hunt for glass containers, but 
my personal favorite is Ross, and on Tuesdays, its senior day so 
those of us over 50 can get a 10% discount!  My next choice is 
Marshalls, more expensive than Ross but sometimes more of a 
selection.  Your glass container does not have to have a lid or 
top.  I have successfully used saran wrap on almost all my 
terrariums.  I have some glass containers with a sloped top, 
something a lid would never fit on, saran to the rescue. 
     But don’t stop at glass, plastic containers work well also.  I 
especially like the big plastic jars cheese puffs, pretzels, or other 
snack food come in.  Sams’ has the best big plastic jars, and so 
does recycle night.  Just drive around and help yourself.  
     Next is to bring $10 for supplies; there will be ferns, charcoal, 
and soil for the project.  Bring your own saran if your container 
needs it (doesn’t stick on plastic very well, but you can secure 
the saran with a rubber band).  I like to finish off my terrarium 
with the black rocks from the $ store, helps keep the soil moist 
and keeps me from thinking the soil needs water.  Not necessary 
for the meeting, you can always add the rocks later.   
     Hope to see you there. 
      
 Submitted by: Jessica Sheldon, Vice President  
 

 
 

Refreshments 
 
Refreshments for January will be generously furnished by: 
 
Drinks:        Mary McConnell       
Savory:        Jean Richardson 
Fruits:            Cherie Lee 
Veggies:       Jessica Sheldon 
Desserts:      Beth Ayer & Marcia Livingston   
Service ware:       Society/Jean Richardson 
 
     Please let Jean Richardson know if you can help with the 
refreshments for future months.  Email to: tedandjean@aol.com.  
Come out and enjoy some really delicious food! 

 

 
 

Up and Coming Attractions: 
 

January 15: "Terrariums" presented by Sharon Bannister 
 
Submitted by: Jessica Sheldon, Vice President 
 

 
 

 
Board Meeting  

 
There will be a Board Meeting at 12:45 PM on January 15, 2012 
before the regular January meeting at the Houston Garden 
Center.  Board members and all interested members are welcome 
to attend. 
 

 

 
 

 
2012 Dues: 

 
2012 dues are now being accepted.  Please complete the 

membership form included with your Newsletter or with your 
email Newsletter notice and return it with your payment to our 
Treasurer Terri Dolney or our Membership Chair Noreen Tolman 
at our next meeting or mail it to: 

 
     Noreen Tolman 
     15915 Pasadero 
     Houston, TX 77083 
 
     TGCFS dues amounts: 
 
     Individual:  $10.00 
     Family:  $15.00 
     Student:  $  5.00 

      
 Please make your checks payable to Texas Gulf Coast Fern 
Society or simply TGCFS. 
 

 

 
 

Library 
 

We encourage you to take advantage of the great resource of 
information available in our library. At each meeting there are 
take-home sheets that contain a brief review of available books. 
Also at each meeting, there is a wide variety of books and videos 
available for immediate checkout.  

Don’t forget to visit our web site (see link in header, page 1) 
and click on Library to see the current list of books available. 
There you will see some pictures of the books we have and links 
to reviews at Amazon and elsewhere. 
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Statement of Income & Expenses 
January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 

 

INCOME 
Membership dues $ 325.00 
Raffle Income  331.00 
Plant Re-imbursement  865.25 
Project Re-imbursement  483.00 
Miscellaneous  161.01 
Petty Cash  372.26  
Bank Interest      2.88  
Total: $2,540.40 
 
EXPENSES 
Cost of Plants  $ 877.23 
Project Supplies     78.54 
Lecturer’s Fees   150.00 
Lecturer’s Gifts     40.00 
Bank Fees     33.36 
Miscellaneous   725.13 
Transfer to Petty Cash   200.00  
Total: $2105.23 
 
Bank Balance  12-31-2010: $5,516.13 

Petty Cash $ 168.68 

Bank Balance  12-31-2011: $5,998.84 

Outstanding Checks: - $   116.63   
 
Net Profit         12-31-2011: $ 534.76 
 
Submitted by: Terri Dolney, Treasurer 
 

 
 

2012 Officers and Committees: 
 

President: Darla Harris 
Vice President: Jessica Sheldon 
Secretary: Cherie Lee 
Treasurer: Terri Dolney 
Board Members at Large: Marcia Livingston, Donna McGraw, 
  and Lulu Leonard  
Membership Chair: Noreen Tolman 
Ways and Means: Ted Richardson 
Special Projects: Larry Rucker 
Web Master: Malcolm McCorquodale 
Newsletter: Cherie Lee 
Library: Frank Lee 
Raffles: Larry Rucker 
Spore Exchange: Patrick Hudnall 
Society Store: Larry Rucker  
Hospitality: Jean Richardson 
Welcoming at Door: Beth Ayer and Marcia Livingston 

.  

 
 

January Book Review 
 

“Common-Sense Pest Control” 
by William Olkowski, Sheila Daar, and Helga Olkowski 

 
     This book offers an effective alternative – Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM), a strategy that relies on a variety of 
physical, mechanical, cultural and biological methods to keep 
pests under control.  The authors discuss least-toxic chemical 
controls only as a last resort, so you always have a choice of 
practical and cost-effective solutions that present the least risk to 
yourself and your environment.  
 
 Submitted by: Frank Lee 
 

 
 

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
Holiday Party – December 18, 2011 

 
      This year’s Holiday party was graciously hosted by Malcolm 
McCorquodale at his beautiful plant filled home inside the loop.  
All those attending had an enjoyable time: great place, great 
food, and great people.   The gift exchange was full of surprises 
with a wide range of gifts including live plants, books, vases, 
pots, and many other ferny items.  Thank you Malcolm for a 
wonderful time.   
     We missed those of you who couldn’t make it, maybe next 
year.  
 
Submitted by: Cherie Lee, Secretary 
 

 
 

Editor’s Comments: 
 

     As most of you are aware, the Newsletter is posted on the 
TGCFS website at the same time as it is mailed out to the 
members.  In an effort to save money on mailings, it has been 
suggested that email notification be sent that the Newsletter has 
been posted on the website instead of mailing the Newsletter.   
Members can then visit the website to view the Newsletter and 
print it for themselves if they wish.  If you have not done so 
already, please let me know if you are willing to accept the 
email notification and forgo the mailed Newsletter.  You can 
contact me by calling 281-999-8368, emailing 
HHHHUUUUcherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.netUUUUHHHH, or let me know at the next meeting.  
If I don’t hear from you, you will continue to receive the 
Newsletter as usual.   Thanks.   
     Deadline for the February Newsletter is February 2, 2012.   
  
      Cherie Lee, Editor, TGCFS Newsletter 
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